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General Disaster Articles:  
 
USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural 
producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several programs 
to help with recovery. 
 
Risk Management 
For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the 
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 
 
If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow up in 
writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of 
loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 
 
Disaster Assistance 
USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and vegetable, 
specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options. 
 
First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-raised 
Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that 
died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that have 
suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts of drought can also 
request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 
 
Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree, vines or 
shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which 
cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 
For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses by the application 
deadline for each program. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days. 
 
Documentation 
It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event. 
Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped video 
or pictures prior to after the loss. 
Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

 
Other Programs 
The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners and 
forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests. 
 

https://www.rma.usda.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index
https://www.rma.usda.gov/about-crop-insurance/highlighted-initiatives-plans/specialty-crops
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-indemnity/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-forage/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/emergency-haying-and-grazing/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/tree-assistance-program/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/emergency-conservation/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-forest-restoration/index
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Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster 
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs.  You can use these loans to replace 
essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and 
other needs. 
 
Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through 
its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help 
recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency 
animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes. 
 
Additional Resources 
Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On 
farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery 
Tool can help you determine program or loan options. 
 
While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss or to 
ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are 
open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/noninsured_crop_disaster_assistance_program-nap-fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2022/fsa_elap_generalfactsheet-22.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/livestock_indemnity_program_lip-fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/tree_assistance_program-tap-fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator
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Weather the Storm: FEMA Mobile App Provides Weather Alerts and Safety Tips 
USDA offers programs to help producers recover from disasters; FEMA can help you prepare ahead of time. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has a free mobile app that explains what to do before, 
during and after emergencies. The app is available for download for Apple, Android and Blackberry mobile 
devices.  
 
Download the app to: 

• Receive alerts from the National Weather Service for up to five locations 
• Get safety reminders, read tips to survive natural disasters and customize your emergency checklist 
• Locate open shelters and where to talk to FEMA in person (or on the phone) 
• Upload and share your disaster photos to help first responders.  

For more information about the FEMA app, visit fema.gov/mobile-app. To download the FEMA app from the 
Apple Store visit itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8. To download the FEMA app on Google Play 
for Android visit: play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en 
 
 
Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower 
yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive 
wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.  
 
To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 202# crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 15 
days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For 
hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes 
apparent. 
 
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental 
nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 
 
For more information on NAP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://fema.gov/mobile-app
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
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Applying for NAP Payments  
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t 
eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters 
including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying 
drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.  
 
In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable deadline using form 
CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application closing dates vary by crop. Producers are 
also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide: 

• The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an interest during the 
crop year 

• The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used 
differently than intended 

• Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA) 
 
Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could see reduced or 
zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield.  
 
If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by completing Part B of form 
CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must be completed within 15 calendar days of the 
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-
harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes 
apparent. 
 
To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for 
Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 
requires acceptable appraisal information. Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether the 
crop was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended.  
 
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental 
nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 
 
For more information on NAP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
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Tree Assistance Program   
If you’re an orchardist or nursery tree grower who experienced losses from natural disasters during calendar year 
2024, you must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the date when the 
loss is apparent.  
 
TAP provides financial assistance to help you replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by 
natural disasters. 
 
Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery 
trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for 
pulp or timber are ineligible.  
 
To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality 
from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must 
have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land 
on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  
 
If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from 
the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for 
which you can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres annually.  
 
 
Use for Secretarial Disaster Declarations Other than Drought: 
[NAME] County is Eligible for Emergency Loans 
[NAME] County was declared a [PRIMARY/CONTIGUOUS] disaster due to [WEATHER EVENT] that occurred from 
[MONTH XX TO MONTH XX,] 20XX. Under this designation, if you have operations in any primary or contiguous 
county, you are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help you recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and other natural 
disasters or quarantine.  

You have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA will consider 
each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment 
ability. You can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of 
$500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-
XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Option 1: 
Submitting Production Losses for Disaster Declarations  
Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly, variable to 
their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to provide assistance when 
disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation may be the eligibility trigger. When 
natural disaster occurs, there is a process for requesting a USDA Secretarial disaster designation for a county. You 
can play a vital role in this process. 
 
If you have experienced a production loss as a result of a natural disaster, you may submit a request to your local 
FSA county office for your county to be evaluated for a Secretarial disaster designation. Once a request is 
received, the county office will collect disaster data and create a Loss Assessment Report. The County Emergency 
Board will review the Loss Assessment Report and determine if a recommendation is sent forward to the U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture for the designation. 
 
For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, contact your [NAME] County USDA 
Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
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Option 2: 
Overview of Emergency Disaster Declarations and Designations 
Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly, variable to 
their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to provide assistance when 
disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation may be the eligibility trigger.  
 
FSA administers four types of disaster designations. 
 
USDA Secretarial Disaster Designation 

• The designation process can be initiated by individual farmers, local government officials, State governors, 
State agriculture commissions, tribal councils or the FSA State Executive Director 

• This designation is triggered by a 30-percent or greater production loss to at least one crop because of a 
natural disaster, or at least one producer who sustained individual losses because of a natural disaster 
and is unable to obtain commercial financing to cover those losses 

• In 2012, USDA developed a fast-track process for disaster declarations for severe drought. This provides 
for a nearly automatic designation when, during the growing season, any portion of a county meets the 
D2 (Severe Drought) drought intensity value for eight consecutive weeks or a higher drought intensity 
value for any length of time as reported by the U.S. Drought Monitor (http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu) 
 

Administrator’s Physical Loss Notification 
• This designation is initiated by the FSA State Executive Director. 
• The designation is triggered by physical damage and losses because of a natural disaster, including but not 

limited to dead livestock, collapsed buildings, and destroyed farm structures. 
 
Presidential Designation 

• A Presidential major disaster designation and emergency declaration is initiated by the Governor of the 
impacted state through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

• This designation is triggered by damage and losses caused by a disaster of such severity and magnitude 
that effective response is beyond the capability of the State and local governments. 

 
Quarantine Designation 

• This designation is requested of the Secretary of Agriculture by the FSA State Executive Director. 
• A quarantine designation is triggered by damage and losses caused by the effects of a plant or animal 

quarantine approved by the Secretary under the Plant Protection Act or animal quarantine laws. 
 
All four types of designations immediately trigger the availability of low-interest Emergency loans to eligible 
producers in all primary and contiguous counties. FSA borrowers in these counties who are unable to make their 
scheduled payments on any debt may be authorized to have certain set asides. Additional disaster assistance 
requiring a designation may also be provided by new programs in the future. 
 
For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, contact your [NAME] County USDA 
Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
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File a Notice of Loss for Failed and Prevented Planted Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planted and failed acres in order to establish 
or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 
 
You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented from 
planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  
 
According to CED [LAST NAME], the final planting date for [CROP] is [MONTH DAY]. (List additional crops and final 
planting dates here as needed)   
 
Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed acres.  
 
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage or loss through the 
administrative County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This 
notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. If you notify the County Office by any 
method other than by filing the CCC-576, you are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the 
required 15 calendar days. 
 
For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a Notice of 
Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.  You must timely file a Notice 
of Loss for failed acres on all crops including grasses.  
 
To file a Notice of Loss, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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LIVESTOCK DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS: 
 
Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of normal 
mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal 
government or protected by federal law.  
 
For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were 
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. 
 
For 2023 livestock losses, you must file a notice and  provide the following supporting documentation to your 
local FSA office no later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss 
condition occurred.  
   

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 
• Livestock beginning inventory documentation  

 
USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult Beef 
Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle = 5%. These established percentages reflect losses that are considered 
expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 
 
In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 3, 2025.  
 
For more information, contact the [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
Disaster Assistance for 2024 Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in [NAME] County are eligible to apply for 2024 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on 
[small grain, native pasture, improved pasture, annual ryegrass, forage sorghum.] 
 
LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or 
cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.  
 
County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on federally 
managed lands due to qualifying fire.   
 
You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later than [MONTH XX], 2025, for 
2024 losses.  

For addiqonal informaqon about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact the [NAME] County USDA 
Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have 
losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other 
agricultural disaster assistance programs.  
 
Eligible losses include: 
 

• Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of 
purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, additional 
cost of transporting water and feed because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated with 
gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.  
 

• Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed 
purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in excess 
of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due 
to eligible adverse weather.  
 

• Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to an 
eligible adverse weather event. 

 
If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2024, you must file a 
notice of loss and an application for payment by Jan. 30, 2025. 
 
 
Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them updated.  
 
When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered excessive livestock 
death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.  
 
To participate in the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), you’ll be required to provide verifiable documentation of 
death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA 
office no later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition 
occurred. For the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP), you must 
submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office no later than the annual program application deadline of January 
30 following the program year in which the loss occurred and should maintain documentation and receipts. 
 
You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 
 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.  

 
For more information on documentation requirements, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at 
[XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-indemnity/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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USDA Expands Aquaculture Disaster Assistance in State to Include Fish Raised for Food 
In response to catastrophic aquaculture losses due to major winter storms that hit states along the U.S. Gulf Coast 
including State in February, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced a 
policy change that makes food fish and other aquatic species eligible for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). Previously, only farm-raised game and bait fish were eligible for 
death loss ELAP benefits.  
 
ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish for losses due 
to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions, including blizzards and wildfires, as determined by 
the Secretary. 
 
To be eligible, losses must have occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2021. An aquaculture producer will still need to be 
able to provide contemporaneous records upon request to document the eligible loss event and demonstrate the 
beginning and ending inventory.   The deadline to file an application for payment for the 2023 program year is Jan. 
30, 2024.  
 
Producers must provide acreage reports for the surface acres of water where their aquatic species are raised. 
Acreage reports for 2024 must be filed by Sept. 30, 2023.  
 
More Information 
USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs.  On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance 
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners 
determine all program or loan options available for disaster recovery assistance. For assistance with a crop 
insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS 
programs, they should contact their local USDA Service Center. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Information-Tools/Agent-Locator-Page
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator
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DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS: 
 
Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed Forage Producers with NAP 
Coverage 
For the 2024 crop year, NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing who elect to use independent 
assessments or other approved alternative loss percentage methods to establish their loss are no longer required 
to file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss with FSA.  However, a CCC-576 Application for Payment form must be submitted 
to FSA no later than 60 calendar days after the coverage period ends. If an independent assessment is used to 
determine the loss, producers have 180 days to file an application for payment.  
 
Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units still must 
timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the crop first becomes 
apparent or within 15 days of harvest. 
 
 
FSA Offers Safety Net Programs for Honeybee Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers two programs that have specific safety net benefits for producers of 
honeybees and honey. The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) assist producers when disasters impact honey 
production or damage or destroy colonies, hives or honeybee feed. 
 
NAP is designed to reduce financial losses when natural disasters result in lower yields or crop losses, including 
honey. NAP coverage is equivalent to catastrophic insurance, meaning it covers up to 50 percent of a producer’s 
normal yield (must have at least a 50 percent loss) at 55 percent of the average market price. The 2018 Farm Bill 
reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments, at 100 
percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may 
exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage 
levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. 
 
The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a 
total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.   
 
You must apply for NAP coverage by [Dec. 31] prior to the year for which you’re seeking coverage.  
 
ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical structure) and honeybee feed losses in instances 
where the colony, hive or feed has been destroyed by a natural disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because 
of Colony Collapse Disorder. Colony losses must be in excess of normal mortality. 
 
Both the NAP and ELAP programs require you to report the number of colonies you have in production to FSA by 
Jan. 2, 20[XX]. You must notify FSA within 30 calendar days of changes in the total number of colonies or when 
honeybees are moved to another county.   
 
For NAP, you must notify FSA within 15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is apparent. For 
ELAP, you must file a notice of loss and application for payment by Jan. 30, 2025 
 
To learn more about programs for honey and honeybee producers, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service 
Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Disaster – Wildfire: 
 
USDA Offers Wildfire Recovery Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist you in your 
recovery efforts following wildfires or other qualifying natural disasters.  
 
Available programs and loans include: 
 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to producers of non-
insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters 
including excessive wind and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing).  

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess 
of normal mortality due to adverse weather.  

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers for 
qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought.  

 
• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) - provides emergency 

relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not 
adequately addressed by other disaster programs.  

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture operations located in a county under a 
primary or contiguous Presidential or Secretarial disaster designation. These low interest loans help producers 
recover from production and physical losses. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate 
land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss. 

For more information on these programs, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
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How to Document Wildfire Losses 
If you’ve suffered excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to recent wildfires, you may be 
eligible for disaster assistance programs through the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  
 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) offers payments to you for livestock death losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to adverse weather and the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or 
other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster programs. 
 
To participate in LIP, you will be required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an 
eligible adverse weather event, and you must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA by the application deadline, 
March 3, 2025. To participate in ELAP, you must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office by the application 
deadline, January 30, 2025, and should maintain documentation and receipts. 
 
You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock losses due to the eligible adverse weather or loss 
condition, including:  

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have died, supplemented if 
possible by photographs or video records of ownership and losses;  

• Rendering truck receipts by kind, type and weight - important to document prior to disposal;  

• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;  

• Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural Resources, or other 
sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible loss condition;  

• Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible adverse weather or 
loss condition;  

• Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for equipment rental fees for hay 
lifts and snow removal;  

• Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed;  

• Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages.  
 
For more information on these programs and documentation requirements, contact your [NAME] County USDA 
Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
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USDA Offers Help to Fire-Affected Farmers and Ranchers in [NAME] County 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers affected by the recent wildfires in [NAME] County 
that disaster assistance programs are available to support their recovery efforts.  
 
FSA administers a suite of safety-net programs to help you recover from lost livestock, grazing land, fences or 
eligible trees, bushes and vines as a result of a natural disaster: 
 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to producers of non-
insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters 
including excessive wind and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing).  

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess 
of normal mortality due to adverse weather.  

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers for 
qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought.  

 
• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) - provides emergency 

relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not 
adequately addressed by other disaster programs.  

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture operations located in a county under a 
primary or contiguous Presidential or Secretarial disaster designation. These low interest loans help producers 
recover from production and physical losses. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate 
land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss. 

For more information on these programs, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
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FSA Offers Livestock Indemnity Program for Wildfire Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of normal 
mortality caused by adverse weather (including wildfires), disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the 
wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.  
 
For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were 
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. 
 
For 2023 livestock losses, you must file a notice of loss and provide the following supporting documentation to 
your local FSA office no later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss 
condition occurred.  
 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

 
USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult Beef 
Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle = 5%. These established percentages reflect losses that are considered 
expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 
 
In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment for 2024 calendar year losses 
by March 3, 2025.  

For more informaqon about LIP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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FSA Offers Assistance for Wildfire Feed and Grazing Losses 
If you’ve suffered livestock feed or grazing losses due to recent wildfires, you could be eligible for assistance 
through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).  
 
ELAP covers physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was purchased, or mechanically harvested forage 
or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for your eligible livestock. In order to be considered eligible, harvested 
forage must be baled. Forage that is only cut, raked or windrowed is not eligible. You must submit a notice of loss 
by the application deadline, January 30 following the program year in which the loss occurred. 
 
ELAP also covers up to 180 lost grazing days in instances when you’ve been forced to remove livestock from a 
grazing pasture due to wildfire.  
 
You should maintain records and receipts documenting that livestock were removed from the grazing pasture due 
to wildfire, costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, receipts for equipment rental fees for hay lifts, 
feed purchase receipts and the number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages.  
 
For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses (the physical structure) in instances where the hive has been 
destroyed by a natural disaster including wildfire. For honeybee losses, you must notify FSA within 15 calendar 
days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is apparent. 

For more information regarding ELAP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
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[NAME] County Producers May be Eligible for Emergency Conservation Program 
Assistance 
A [INSERT EVENT – FLOOD, TORNADO, ETC] has caused severe damage in [XXX] area(s) of the County.  
 
If you’ve suffered severe damage, you may be eligible for assistance under the Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP) administered by the [NAME] County Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
 
For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if untreated, would: 
 

• be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return the land to productive 
agricultural use 

• is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area 
• affect the productive capacity of the farmland 
• impair or endanger the land 

 
If you qualify for ECP assistance, you may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of the eligible cost of 
restoration measures. Eligible socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers and ranchers can receive up to 90 
percent of the eligible cost of restoration. No one is eligible for more than $500,000 cost sharing per natural 
disaster occurrence.  
 
If you’ve suffered a loss from a natural disaster may contact the local FSA County Office and request assistance 
from [DATE] to [DATE]. 
 
To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all the following are met: 
 

• an application for cost-share assistance has been filed 
• the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has conducted an onsite inspection of the 

damaged area 
• the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the Natural Resource Conservation Service 

(NRCS), has made a needs determination, which may include cubic yards of earthmoving, etc., required 
for rehabilitation 

 
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), FSA must complete an environmental 
compliance review prior to producers taking any actions. 
 
For more information about ECP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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FSA Offers Disaster Assistance for Qualifying Tree, Bush and Vine Losses 
If you’re an orchardist or nursery tree grower whose experienced losses from natural disasters during calendar 
year 2024, you must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the date when 
the loss is apparent.  
 
TAP provides financial assistance to help you replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by 
natural disasters. 
 
Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery 
trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for 
pulp or timber are ineligible.  
 
To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality 
from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must 
have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land 
on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  
 
If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from 
the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for 
which you can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres annually.  
 
 
Submitting Production Losses for Disaster Declarations 
Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly, variable to 
their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to provide assistance when 
disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation may be the eligibility trigger. When 
natural disaster occurs, there is a process for requesting a USDA Secretarial disaster designation for a county. You 
can play a vital role in this process. 
 
If you have experienced a production loss as a result of a natural disaster you may submit a request to your local 
FSA county office for your county to be evaluated for a Secretarial disaster designation. Once a request is 
received, the county office will collect disaster data and create a Loss Assessment Report. The County Emergency 
Board will review the Loss Assessment Report and determine if a recommendation is sent forward to the U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture for the designation. 
 
For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, contact your [NAME] County USDA 
Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
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Use for Secretarial Disaster Declarations Other than Drought: 

[NAME] County is Eligible for Emergency Loans 
[NAME] County was declared a [PRIMARY/CONTIGUOUS] disaster due to [WEATHER EVENT] that occurred from 
[MONTH XX TO MONTH XX,] 202XX. Under this designation, if you have operations in any primary or contiguous 
county, you are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help you recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and other natural 
disasters or quarantine.  

You have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA will consider 
each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment 
ability. You can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of 
$500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-
XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Use for Presidential Disaster Declarations: 

[NAME] County Eligible for Emergency Loans Following Presidential Disaster 
Declaration 
[NAME] County was declared a [PRIMARY/CONTIGUOUS] disaster due to [WEATHER EVENT]. Under this 
designation, if you have operations in any primary or contiguous county, you are eligible to apply for low interest 
emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help you recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and other natural 
disasters or quarantine.  

You have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA will consider 
each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment 
ability. You can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of 
$500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-
XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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ONLY USE FOR EXCESSIVE WINDS OR DROUGHT. WILDFIRE IS NOT AN ELIGIBLE LOSS ALONE 
Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower 
yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought 
(includes native grass for grazing). 
 
To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 202# crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 15 
days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. 
 
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 
 
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental 
nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 
 
For more information on NAP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
 
 
USDA, Partners Unveil New Fire Mapping Tool with National Wildfire Management 
Implications 
USDA recently unveiled the new Southeast FireMap, a fire mapping tool for the Southeastern United States that 
enables resource managers to improve their regional or local approaches to managing wildfire risk and fire 
management needs through targeted prescribed burns and training. Fire management helps improve forest 
ecosystem health, increases timber values, reduces the risk of wildfire damage to life and property, reduces ticks 
and other pests, protects drinking water, and renews healthy ecosystems supporting wildlife habitat, especially in 
fire-dependent longleaf pine forests. 
 
The SE FireMap version 1.0 decision support tool will map all detectable fires, including managed prescribed burns 
and wildfires, across nine states. The map and associated tools aim to improve fire management in urban and 
rural communities through remote sensing and will track both prescribed fire and wildfires throughout Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas. This is especially 
impressive as nearly 80% of the southeastern U.S. is in private ownership and this represents the first regional 
effort to map fires greater than 2.5 acres across the region, regardless of ownership.  
 
The SE FireMap version 1.0 is a Google Earth Engine product and data sharing is available for conservation and 
community planning purposes. To see the mapping products or request data sharing, visit the 
partnerships’ Wildland Fire portal or the SE FireMap page.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commented [CB-FCST1]: Note: Only applicable in certain 
states. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
https://landscapepartnership.org/key-issues/wildland-fire
https://landscapepartnership.org/key-issues/wildland-fire/fire-mapping/regional-fire-mapping/se-firemap
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Disaster – Flood: 
 
USDA Offers Flood Impacted [STATE] Farmers and Ranchers Immediate Disaster 
Assistance 
[STATE] Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist you in your 
recovery efforts following recent heavy rains and flooding. Available programs and loans include: 
 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to producers of non-
insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters 
including excessive wind and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing).  

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess 
of normal mortality due to adverse weather.  

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers for 
qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disaster  

 
• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) - provides emergency 

relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not 
adequately addressed by other disaster programs.  

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture operations located in a county under a 
primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest loans help producers recover from 
production and physical losses due to flooding. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate 
land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss. 

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, you must report prevented planting and failed acres (crops and grasses). 
Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the 
final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  
 
For more information on these programs, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
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How to Document Flood Losses 
If you’ve suffered excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to recent floods, you may be 
eligible for disaster assistance programs through the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  
 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) offers payments to you for livestock death losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to adverse weather and the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or 
other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster programs. 
 
To participate in LIP, you will be required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an 
eligible adverse weather event, and you must complete and submit the notice of loss to FSA no later than the 
annual program payment application date, which is 60 calendar days following the program year in which the loss 
occurred. To participate in ELAP, you must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office no later than the annual 
program application deadline of January 30 following the program year in which the loss occurred  and should 
maintain documentation and receipts. 
 
You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock losses due to the eligible adverse weather or loss 
condition, including:  

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have died, supplemented if 
possible by photographs or video records of ownership and losses;  

• Rendering truck receipts by kind, type and weight - important to document prior to disposal;  

• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;  

• Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural Resources, or other 
sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible loss condition;  

• Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible adverse weather or 
loss condition;  

• Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for equipment rental fees for hay 
lifts and snow removal;  

• Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed;  

For more information on these programs and documentation requirements, contact your [NAME] County USDA 
Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
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FSA Offers Livestock Indemnity Program for Livestock Losses due to Recent Flooding 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of normal 
mortality caused by adverse weather (including floods), disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild 
by the federal government or protected by federal law.  
 
For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were 
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. 
  
You must file a notice of loss and provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later 
than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.  
  

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

  
USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult Beef 
Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle = 3%. These established percentages reflect losses that are considered 
expected or typical under “normal” conditions. In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an 
application for payment for 2024 calendar year losses by March 3, 2025.  
 
For more informaqon about LIP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
FSA Offers Assistance for Flooding Feed and Grazing Losses 
If you’ve suffered livestock feed or grazing losses due to recent flooding, you could be eligible for assistance 
through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).  
 
ELAP covers physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was purchased, or mechanically harvested forage 
or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for your eligible livestock. In order to be considered eligible, harvested 
forage must be baled. Forage that is only cut, raked or windrowed is not eligible. You must submit a notice of loss 
to your local FSA office no later than the annual program application deadline of January 30 following the 
program year in which the loss occurred.  
 
ELAP also covers up to 150 lost grazing days in instances when you’ve been forced to remove livestock from a 
grazing pasture due to wildfire.  
 
You should maintain records and receipts documenting that livestock were removed from the grazing pasture due 
to flood, costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, receipts for equipment rental fees for hay lifts, 
feed purchase receipts and the number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages.  
 
For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses (the physical structure) in instances where the hive has been 
destroyed by a natural disaster including flooding. For honeybee losses, you must notify FSA within 15 calendar 
days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is apparent. 

For more information regarding ELAP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster.  
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
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[NAME] County Producers May be Eligible for Emergency Conservation Program 
Assistance 
A [INSERT EVENT – FLOOD, TORNADO, ETC] has caused severe damage in [XXX] area(s) of the County.  
 
If you’ve suffered severe damage, you may be eligible for assistance under the Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP) administered by the [NAME] County Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
 
For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if untreated, would: 
 

• be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return the land to productive 
agricultural use 

• is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area 
• affect the productive capacity of the farmland 
• impair or endanger the land 
 

If you qualify for ECP assistance, you may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of the eligible cost of 
restoration measures. Eligible socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers and ranchers can receive up to 90 
percent of the eligible cost of restoration. No one is eligible for more than $500,000 cost sharing per natural 
disaster occurrence.  
 
If you’ve suffered a loss from a natural disaster may contact the local FSA County Office and request assistance 
from [DATE] to [DATE]. 
 
To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all of the following are met: 
 

• an application for cost-share assistance has been filed 
• the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has conducted an onsite inspection of the 

damaged area 
• the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the Natural Resource Conservation Service 

(NRCS), has made a needs determination, which may include cubic yards of earthmoving, etc., required 
for rehabilitation 

 
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), FSA must complete an environmental 
compliance review prior to producers taking any actions.  
 
For more information about ECP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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FSA Offers Disaster Assistance for Qualifying Tree, Bush and Vine Losses 
If you’re an orchardist or nursery tree grower whose experienced losses from natural disasters during calendar 
year 2024, you must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the date when 
the loss is apparent.  
 
TAP provides financial assistance to help you replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by 
natural disasters. 
 
Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery 
trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for 
pulp or timber are ineligible.  
 
To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality 
from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must 
have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land 
on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  
 
If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from 
the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for 
which you can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres annually.  
 
 
Submitting Production Losses for Disaster Declarations 
Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly, variable to 
their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to provide assistance when 
disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation may be the eligibility trigger. When 
natural disaster occurs, there is a process for requesting a USDA Secretarial disaster designation for a county. You 
can play a vital role in this process. 
 
If you have experienced a production loss as a result of a natural disaster, you may submit a request to your local 
FSA county office for your county to be evaluated for a Secretarial disaster designation. Once a request is 
received, the county office will collect disaster data and create a Loss Assessment Report. The County Emergency 
Board will review the Loss Assessment Report and determine if a recommendation is sent forward to the U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture for the designation. 
 
For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, contact your [NAME] County USDA 
Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
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Use for Secretarial Disaster Declarations Other than Drought: 
[NAME] County is Eligible for Emergency Loans 
[NAME] County was declared a [PRIMARY/CONTIGUOUS] disaster due to [WEATHER EVENT] that occurred from 
[MONTH XX TO MONTH XX,] 2023. Under this designation, if you have operations in any primary or contiguous 
county, you are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help you recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and other natural 
disasters or quarantine.  

You have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA will consider 
each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment 
ability. You can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of 
$500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-
XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
Use for Presidential Disaster Declarations: 

[NAME] County Eligible for Emergency Loans Following Presidential Disaster 
Declaration 
[NAME] County was declared a [PRIMARY/CONTIGUOUS] disaster due to [WEATHER EVENT]. Under this 
designation, if you have operations in any primary or contiguous county, you are eligible to apply for low interest 
emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help you recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and other natural 
disasters or quarantine.  

You have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA will consider 
each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment 
ability. You can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of 
$500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-
XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower 
yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including [LIST DISASTER EVENT]. 
 
To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 202# crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 15 
days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. 
 
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 
 
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental 
nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 
 
For more information on NAP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
 
 
File a Notice of Loss for Failed and Prevented Planted Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planting and failed acres in order to establish 
or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 
 
You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented from 
planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  
 
The final planting date for [CROP] is [MONTH DAY]. (List additional crops and final planting dates here as 
needed)   
 
Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed acres.  
 
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage or loss through the 
administrative County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This 
notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. If you notify the County Office by any 
method other than by filing the CCC-576, you are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the 
required 15 calendar days. 
 
For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a Notice of 
Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent. You must timely file a Notice 
of Loss for failed acres on all crops including grasses.  
 
For more information, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Disaster – Drought: 
 
USDA Offers Drought Impacted [STATE] Farmers and Ranchers Immediate Disaster 
Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist you in your 
recovery efforts following drought. Available programs and loans include: 
 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to producers of non-
insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters 
including qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing).  

• Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) – provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who 
suffered grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land  

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Drought is not an eligible adverse weather event, 
except when associated with anthrax, a condition that occurs because of drought and directly results in 
the death of eligible livestock.   
 

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers for 
qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disasters including excessive wind and qualifying 
drought.  

 
• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) - provides 

emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, 
which are not adequately addressed by other disaster programs.  

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture operations located in a county under a 
primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest loans help producers recover 
from production and physical losses. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers to 
rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters and to implement emergency water conservation 
measures in periods of severe drought. 

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, you must report prevented planting and failed acres (crops and 
grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  
 
For more information on these programs, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
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Livestock Producers in Name County Are Eligible for Drought Recovery Assistance 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Executive Director CED Full Name in Name 
County today announced that FSA is now accepting applications for the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
for grazing losses due to drought. The deadline to apply for 2024 LFP assistance is Month ##, 2025. 
  
LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffered grazing losses for covered livestock due to 
drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. For LFP, qualifying drought 
intensity levels are determined using the U.S. Drought Monitor. Producers in Name County are eligible to apply 
for 2024 LFP benefits for grazing losses on small grains, native pasture, improved pasture mixed forage, annual 
ryegrass, crabgrass, or forage sorghum [Do not include all. Only include those that are applicable. Delete the 
others and this text]. Visit the FSA LFP webpage for a full list of eligible counties and pasture types.  
 
Livestock eligible for LFP include alpacas, beef cattle, bison, buffalo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine, 
goats, llamas, ostriches, reindeer, or sheep that have been or would have been grazing the eligible grazing land or 
pastureland. Recently, FSA updated LFP policy to expand program eligibility to include additional income 
producing grazing animals, like horses and ostrich, that contribute to the commercial viability of an agricultural 
operation.  
 
Livestock used for hunting and consumption by the owner and horses and other animals that are used or intended 
to be used for racing and wagering remain ineligible.  
 
As a reminder, producers who want to participate in many USDA programs including disaster assistance programs 
like LFP, must file timely acreage reports by filling out the FSA-578 form to remain eligible for program benefits. 
Livestock producers interested in applying LFP should contact Name County FSA at phone with any questions 
about the eligibility of specific livestock and forage crops.  
 
More information in USDA disaster assistance is available at farmers.gov/recover. 
 
 
Apply for Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in [NAME] County are eligible to apply for the 202X Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on 
[small grain, native pasture, improved pasture, annual ryegrass, forage sorghum.] 
 
LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or 
cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.  
 
County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on federally 
managed lands due to qualifying fire.   
 
You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later than [MONTH XX], 202X, for 
202X losses.  
 
For addiqonal Informaqon about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact your [NAME] County 
USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/fsa_lfp_livestockforageprogramfactsheet_2022.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-forage/index
https://www.farmers.gov/recover
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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USDA Reminds State Livestock Producers of Available Drought Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds drought-impacted producers in State that they may be eligible for 
assistance through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).   
 
For eligible livestock in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for: 

• the transportation of water to livestock; 
• the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock; and 
• the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.* 

*Hauling livestock both ways starting in 2023, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for 
“empty miles.” 

 
Eligible livestock include cattle, bison, goats and sheep, among others, that are maintained for commercial use 
and located in a county where qualifying drought conditions occur. A county must have had D2 severe drought 
intensity on the U.S. Drought Monitor for eight consecutive weeks during the normal grazing period, or D3 or D4 
drought intensity at any time during the normal grazing period. Producers must have risk in both eligible livestock 
and eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for ELAP assistance. 
 
Transporting Water 
Producers must be transporting water to eligible livestock on eligible grazing land where adequate livestock 
watering systems or facilities were in place before the drought occurred and where water transportation is not 
normally required. ELAP covers costs associated with personal labor, equipment, hired labor, and contracted 
water transportation fees. Cost of the water itself is not covered. ELAP covers $0.07 per gallon to transport water.  

Transporting Feed 
ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal expenses for transporting feed 
to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes the first 25 miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. 
The reimbursement rate is 60% of the cost above what would normally would have been incurred during the 
same time period in a normal (non-drought) year. 
 
Livestock feed that is transported to livestock located on land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
is eligible if the producer has an approved conservation plan with acceptable grazing practices developed in 
coordination with the Natural Resources Conservation Service 

The payment rate to transport feed is $6.60/ loaded mile for expenses above what would have normally been 
incurred. 

Transporting Livestock 
ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a new location for feed 
resources due to insufficient feed or grazing in drought-impacted areas. As with transporting feed, the payment 
formula for transporting livestock excludes the first 25 miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. The 
reimbursement rate is 60% of the costs above what would normally have been incurred during the same time 
period in a normal (non-drought) year.  

The payment rate to transport livestock is $6.60/loaded mile for expenses above what would have normally been 
incurred and covers hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for “empty 
miles.” 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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An online tool is now available to help ranchers document and estimate payments to cover feed and livestock 
transportation costs caused by drought.  
 
Reporting Losses 
Producers should contact FSA as soon as the loss of water or feed resources are known. 
 
For ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is critical. Producers should maintain records and receipts 
associated with the costs of transporting water to eligible livestock, the costs of transporting feed to eligible 
livestock, the costs of additional feed purchases, and the costs of transporting eligible livestock to forage or other 
grazing acres. 
 
More Information    
Producers interested in ELAP assistance can contact their local USDA Service Center to learn more or to apply for 
programs.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Disaster-Assist/elap-feed-transportation-worksheet-ver1-2.xlsm
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
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ELAP Covers Losses from Additional Cost of Transporting Water to Livestock  
If you’ve incurred additional operating costs for transporting water to livestock due to an eligible drought, 
assistance may be available to you through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised 
Fish Program (ELAP). 
 
An eligible drought means that part or all of your county is designated D3 (extreme drought) or higher as 
indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor.  
 
Eligible livestock must be adult or non-adult dairy cattle, beef cattle, buffalo and beefalo, as well as alpacas, deer, 
elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, reindeer, or sheep. Additionally, the livestock must have been owned 60 
calendar days prior to the beginning of the drought and be physically located in the county designated as a 
disaster area due to drought. Adequate livestock watering systems or facilities must have existed before the 
drought occurred and producers are only eligible if they do not normally transport water to the livestock. 
 
Livestock that were or would have been in a feedlot are not eligible for transporting water. ELAP covers the 
additional cost of transporting water and does not cover the cost of the water itself.  
 
You must file a notice of loss on form CCC-851 and submit an application for payment for 202X ELAP assistance by 
the Jan. 30, 202X, deadline. 
 
You’ll have to provide documentation to FSA that shows the method used to transport the water, the number of 
gallons of water transported and the number of eligible livestock to which water was transported. 
 
To make an appointment to sign up for ELAP and to learn more about eligibility, application and documentation 
requirements, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Emergency Haying, Grazing of Conservation Reserve Program Acres Available to Help 
Livestock Producers Weather Drought 
Agricultural producers impacted by drought can now request haying and grazing on Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acres in certain State counties, while still receiving their full rental payment for the land.   
 
Outside of the primary nesting season, emergency haying and grazing of CRP acres may be authorized to provide 
relief to livestock producers in areas affected by a severe drought or similar natural disaster.  The primary nesting 
season for State ended Month Day. Counties are approved for emergency haying and grazing due to drought 
conditions on a county-by-county basis when a county is designated as level “D2 Drought - Severe” according to 
the U.S. Drought Monitor. FSA provides a weekly, online update of eligible counties. 

Producers can use the CRP acreage under the emergency grazing provisions for their livestock or may grant 
another livestock producer use of the CRP acreage.  
 
Producers interested in emergency haying or grazing of CRP acres must notify their FSA county office before 
starting any activities. This includes producers accessing CRP acres held by someone else. To maintain contract 
compliance, producers must have their conservation plan modified by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. 
 
Emergency CRP Haying and Grazing Option 
CRP emergency haying and grazing is available in eligible counties as long as stand condition can support grazing 
and a modified conservation plan is in place. In eligible counties, hay may be cut once each program year (Oct. 1-
Sept. 30). According to an approved conservation plan, haying must conclude prior to Aug. 31 to allow time for 
regrowth prior to winter conditions.  
 
CRP emergency grazing is available in eligible counties as long as it does not exceed 90 days each program year 
(Oct. 1-Sept. 30) and must stop when the minimum grazing height is reached, as established within the modified 
CRP conservation plan or when the county is no longer eligible for emergency haying and grazing. 
 
Non-Emergency CRP Haying and Grazing Option 
For producers not in an eligible county, there are options available under non-emergency haying and grazing 
provisions outside of the primary nesting season, including: 

• Haying of all CRP practices, except for CP12 Wildlife Food Plots and several tree practices not more than 
once every three years for a 25% payment reduction. For non-emergency haying requests, 25% of the 
requested acreage must be left unhayed. 

• Grazing of CRP acres not more than every other year for a 25% payment reduction. 
 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program Provisions 
If the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) triggers in a county for 2023 grazing losses due to drought, the 
provisions for CRP emergency haying and grazing change. There may be restrictions on grazing carrying capacity 
and which CRP practices can be hayed. State currently has X counties where LFP has triggered and where certain 
CRP emergency grazing and haying restrictions might apply. 
 
Additional Drought Assistance  
Other drought assistance programs are available for livestock producers. Producers who experience livestock 
deaths and feed losses due to natural disasters may be eligible for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program. This program also provides eligible producers with compensation for 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Conservation/Haying-and-Grazing/2023/map_haying_and_grazing.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/livestock_forage_program_lfp-fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-forage/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
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feed losses as well as water hauling expenses and above normal expenses for hauling feed to livestock and hauling 
livestock to forage or other grazing acres.  

Additional disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including the farmers.gov Drought 
Webpage, Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool.  
For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. 
For FSA and NRCS programs, they should contact their local USDA Service Center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.farmers.gov/
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/farmersgov-disaster-assistance-brochure-07-21-2022.pdf
https://lat.fpac.usda.gov/
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Information-Tools/Agent-Locator-Page
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator
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[NAME] County Producers May be Eligible for Emergency Conservation Program  
Assistance 
A [INSERT EVENT – FLOOD, TORNADO, ETC] has caused severe damage in [NAME] County.  
 
If you’ve suffered severe damage, you may be eligible for assistance under the Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP) administered by the [NAME] County Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
 
For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if untreated, would: 
 

• be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return the land to productive 
agricultural use 

• is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area 
• affect the productive capacity of the farmland 
• impair or endanger the land 
 

If you qualify for ECP assistance, you may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of the eligible cost of 
restoration measures. Eligible socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers and ranchers can receive up to 90 
percent of the eligible cost of restoration. No one is eligible for more than $500,000 cost sharing per natural 
disaster occurrence.  
 
If you’ve suffered a loss from a natural disaster may contact the local FSA County Office and request assistance 
from [DATE] to [DATE]. 
 
To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all of the following are met: 
 

• an application for cost-share assistance has been filed 
• the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has conducted an onsite inspection of the 

damaged area 
• the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the Natural Resource Conservation Service 

(NRCS), has made a needs determination, which may include cubic yards of earthmoving, etc., required 
for rehabilitation 

 
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), FSA must complete an environmental 
compliance review prior to producers taking any actions.  
 
For more information about ECP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Use for Secretarial Disaster Declarations: 
[NAME] County is Eligible for Emergency Loans 
[NAME] County was declared a [PRIMARY/CONTIGUOUS] disaster due drought and heat using the Secretarial 
Disaster Designation process. Under this designation, if you have operations in any primary or contiguous county, 
you are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help you recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and other natural 
disasters or quarantine.  

You have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA will consider 
each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment 
ability. You can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of 
$500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-
XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to producers of non-
insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters including 
list disaster event (includes native grass for grazing).  
 
To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 202# crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 15 
days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. 
 
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 
 
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental 
nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 
 
For more information on NAP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
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File a Notice of Loss for Failed and Prevented Planted Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planting and failed acres in order to establish 
or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 
 
You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented from 
planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  
 
The final planting date for [CROP] is [MONTH DAY]. (List additional crops and final planting dates here as 
needed)   
 
Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed acres.  
 
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage or loss through the 
administrative County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This 
notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. If you notify the County Office by any 
method other than by filing the CCC-576, you are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the 
required 15 calendar days. 
 
For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a Notice of 
Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent. You must timely file a Notice 
of Loss for failed acres on all crops including grasses.  
 
For more information, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Emergency Conservation Program Assistance Available in [XX] [STATE] Counties 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting applications for the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) in [#] 
counties to address damages from [LIST ELIGIBLE DISASTER EVENT] ECP signup will begin on [MONTH XX, 20XX] 
and end on [MONTH XX, 20XX]. 
 
The following counties are eligible for ECP assistance: [LIST ELIGLE COUNTIES]. 
 
ECP helps you with the cost to restore the farmland to pre-disaster conditions. You may receive up to 75 percent 
of the cost of approved restoration activity. Limited resource, socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers and 
ranchers may receive up to 90 percent cost-share. A 25 percent advance payment will be allowed for repair or 
replacement of fencing. The payment limitation for ECP is $500,000 per disaster, and the funds are limited to 
activities to return the land to the relative pre-disaster condition.  
 
The approved ECP practices under this authorization include [LIST ELIGIBLE PRACTICES]. 
 
You must apply for assistance prior to beginning reconstructive work.  In accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), FSA must complete an environmental compliance review prior to producers 
taking any actions. Submitting an application after reconstructive work has been completed may not qualify for 
ECP. Conservation concerns that were present on the land prior to the disaster are not eligible for ECP assistance. 
 
FSA county committees will evaluate applications based on an on-site inspection of the damaged land, taking into 
consideration the type and extent of the damage. An on-site inspection does not guarantee that cost-share 
funding will be provided. 
 
For more information on ECP, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit 
farmers.gov/recover. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.farmers.gov/recover


 

 

41 

 
Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and Failed Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planting and failed acres in order to establish 
or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 
 
You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented from 
planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  
 
The final planting date for [CROP] is [MONTH DAY]. (List additional crops and final planting dates here as 
needed)   
 
If you’re unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following the final planting 
date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to 
assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the crop from being planted. A measurement service fee will 
be charged. 
 
Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed acres.  
 
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage or loss through the 
administrative County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This 
notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. If you notify the County Office by any 
method other than by filing the CCC-576, you are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the 
required 15 calendar days. 
 
For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a Notice of 
Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent. You must timely file a Notice 
of Loss for failed acres on all crops including grasses.  
 
For more information, contact your [NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

