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President’s
Message

Randy Schmitt, President
Rugby

PAST PRESIDENTS

1988-90:
Roger Stuber • Bowman • (701) 523-5371

1992-94:
Dean Meyer • Dickinson • (701) 225-2736

1998-2000:
Richard C. Tokach • St. Anthony
(701) 445-7390

2000-02:
Gene Harris • Killdeer • (701) 863-6695

2002-04:
Jeff Dahl • Gackle • (701) 485-3762

2004-06:
Melvin Leland • Sidney, Mont.
(701) 565-2347

2006-08:
Mark Huseth • McLeod • (701) 439-2385

2012-14:
Jason Zahn • Towner • (701) 720-7247

2014-16:
Steve Brooks • Bowman • (701) 523-6732

2016-18:
Warren Zenker • Gackle • (701) 320-2585

2018-20:
Dan Rorvig • McVille • (701) 797-7338

2020-22:
Jeff Schafer • New Rockford • (701) 947-2568

2022-24:
Jason Leiseth • Arnegard • (701) 770-1129
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Happy New Year from the 
Schmitt Ranch! It’s mid-Decem-

ber as I write this, and I’m a little 
cautious about commenting on the 

weather. Last month, I mentioned 
how fortunate we were to still be 

grazing, and it seems Mother Nature 
quickly reminded us who’s in charge. 
Freezing rain and snow followed soon 
after, pushing many producers into full 
winter feeding.

The start of the 
new year tends 
to bring a slight 
change in pace. 
Chores still need to 
be done, cattle still 
need to be fed and 
winter doesn’t offer 
much of a break, but 
it’s a good time to re-
flect on where we’ve 
been and where we’re 
headed.

Like many of you, my thoughts 
turn to the decisions in front of us. Some 
are immediate — managing winter con-
ditions, stretching feed supplies and 
keeping an eye on the weather forecast 
— while others revolve around today’s 
strong cattle market. High prices offer 
welcome opportunities and some well-
earned optimism, but they don’t erase 
the challenges we continue to face. Ma-
chinery, repairs, fuel, feed and labor 
remain at or near all-time highs, and 
every decision still needs to pencil out.

That’s where balance becomes 
critical. Strong markets can reward 
disciplined management, but they can 
also test it. I’m reminded of something 
my dad used to say: “When others are 
running, you walk. When others are 
walking, you run.” That advice feels 
especially relevant right now. It’s easy 
to feel pressure to chase opportunity 
when prices are strong, yet those mo-
ments often call for patience and care-

ful thought. At the same time, there are 
opportunities worth acting on when 
others hesitate. Knowing the difference 
is what helps protect operations today 
while positioning them for the future.

Many of our most important de-
cisions don’t have quick answers. In-
vestments in equipment, land, herd 
genetics, labor and succession planning 
are shaped over years, not months. 

The way we manage risk 
during good times often 

determines how re-
silient we are when 

conditions turn. 
Taking care of our 
cattle and land 

now, while keeping 
a close eye on costs, is 

what allows our oper-
ations to remain viable 

for the long haul.
In early December, 

the North Dakota Stock-
men’s Foundation (NDSF) held another 
very successful Stockmen’s Ball. A huge 
thank-you to the office staff, Founda-
tion board and all the volunteers who 
helped prepare for this wonderful 
event. I would like to extend sincere 
gratitude to our generous sponsors and 
donors, whose support made the event 
possible, and to all the attendees for 
making it a tremendous success.

One of the most rewarding mo-
ments this season was being part of 
the NDSF’s Cowboys for Kids event. 
Volunteers visited children hospi-
talized over the holidays at Sanford 
Children’s Hospital in Fargo to share 
a message of hope. Seeing the joy and 
smiles it brought to those children was 
humbling. While the intention was to 
lift their spirits during a difficult time, 
many of us came away feeling just as 
uplifted. Thank you to the NDSF vol-
unteers who made it possible and to the 
caregivers who care for these kids. 
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• Performance data and
 genomic-enhanced EPDs!
• No creep feed!
• Majority homozygous polled!
• All reds are non-diluters!
• All blacks will be homozygous-
 or heterozygous-black verifi ed!

Kevin & Lynette Thompson
5125 53rd St • Almont, ND 58520-9731

(701) 391-1631 (Kevin’s cell)
(701) 843-8454

kevinandlynette@westriv.com

Shanon & Gabe Erbele
6471 51st Ave SE • Lehr, ND 58460

(701) 527-5885 (Shanon’s cell) 
(701) 426-9445 (Gabe’s cell)

gserbele@hotmail.com

Bulls viewable anytime at the Erbele Ranch, 30 m. S of I-94 Exit 228 • Videos & photos at tntsimmentals.com and DVAuction.com

Contact us for 
a catalog!

41ST ANNUAL “CARRYING ON”  THE EXPLOSIVE DIFFERENCE SALET 41ST ANNUAL “CARRYING ON”  THE EXPLOSIVE DIFFERENCE SALE41ST ANNUAL “CARRYING ON”  THE EXPLOSIVE DIFFERENCE SALE

Friday, FEBRUARY 13, 2026FEBRUARY 13, 2026FEBRUARY 13, 2026
1 p.m. CST • At the ERBELE RANCH, Lehr, ND1 p.m. CST • At the ERBELE RANCH, Lehr, ND1 p.m. CST • At the ERBELE RANCH, Lehr, ND1 p.m. CST • At the ERBELE RANCH, Lehr, ND1 p.m. CST • At the ERBELE RANCH, Lehr, ND

Your COMMERCIAL BULL HEADQUARTERS, along with BREED-LEADING HERDSIRES!
They are THICK and DEEP – All backed by the TNT 100% GUARANTEE!They are THICK and DEEP – All backed by the 

Selling 135 Bulls
Simmental, SimAngus™ & Red Angus

TNT Plateau L683 x Gibbs 7382E Broad Range
Extreme Heifer Bull!

TNT Plateau L683 x Gibbs 7382E Broad RangeTNT Plateau L683 x Gibbs 7382E Broad Range

N810

TNT Plateau L683 x Gibbs 7382E Broad RangeTNT Plateau L683 x Gibbs 7382E Broad RangeTNT Plateau L683 x Gibbs 7382E Broad RangeTNT Plateau L683 x Gibbs 7382E Broad Range

BD: 3/7/25
Homo Blk

PB SM
Adj. WW: 835/110

 #4572594

TNT Assurance J455 x Rymo Extra Up U60D
Tons of Power and Length!

TNT Assurance J455 x Rymo Extra Up U60DTNT Assurance J455 x Rymo Extra Up U60D

N829

TNT Assurance J455 x Rymo Extra Up U60DTNT Assurance J455 x Rymo Extra Up U60DTNT Assurance J455 x Rymo Extra Up U60DTNT Assurance J455 x Rymo Extra Up U60D

BD: 3/12/25
Homo Blk

5/8 SM 3/8 AN
Adj. WW: 885/117

#4572614

Baldridge Badger x TNT Tanker U263
Prolifi c Cow Family! 4 Flushmates Sell
Baldridge Badger x TNT Tanker U263Baldridge Badger x TNT Tanker U263

N615

Baldridge Badger x TNT Tanker U263Baldridge Badger x TNT Tanker U263Baldridge Badger x TNT Tanker U263Baldridge Badger x TNT Tanker U263

BD: 3/10/25
Homo Blk

1/2 SM 1/2 AN
Adj. WW: 917/ET

#4572455

CDI Elevation 302K x LMG Gills Indeed 4736CDI Elevation 302K x LMG Gills Indeed 4736CDI Elevation 302K x LMG Gills Indeed 4736

N638

CDI Elevation 302K x LMG Gills Indeed 4736CDI Elevation 302K x LMG Gills Indeed 4736CDI Elevation 302K x LMG Gills Indeed 4736CDI Elevation 302K x LMG Gills Indeed 4736

BD: 3/14/25
Red

3/4 SM 1/4 AR
Adj. WW: 822/107

#4572479

TNT Front Runner K609 x TNT Prodigy B366TNT Front Runner K609 x TNT Prodigy B366TNT Front Runner K609 x TNT Prodigy B366

N553

TNT Front Runner K609 x TNT Prodigy B366TNT Front Runner K609 x TNT Prodigy B366TNT Front Runner K609 x TNT Prodigy B366TNT Front Runner K609 x TNT Prodigy B366

BD: 3/6/25
Red

1/2 SM 7/16 AR 1/16 AN
Adj. WW: 856/112

#4572395

TNT Dozer F439 x IR Imperial D948TNT Dozer F439 x IR Imperial D948TNT Dozer F439 x IR Imperial D948

N582

TNT Dozer F439 x IR Imperial D948TNT Dozer F439 x IR Imperial D948TNT Dozer F439 x IR Imperial D948TNT Dozer F439 x IR Imperial D948

BD: 3/8/25
Red

3/4 SM 5/32 AR 3/32 AN
Adj. WW: 836/109

#4572424

TNT Plateau L683 x TNT BCR Unifi ed B203
Exceptional Dam!  

TNT Plateau L683 x TNT BCR Unifi ed B203TNT Plateau L683 x TNT BCR Unifi ed B203TNT Plateau L683 x TNT BCR Unifi ed B203

N534

TNT Plateau L683 x TNT BCR Unifi ed B203TNT Plateau L683 x TNT BCR Unifi ed B203TNT Plateau L683 x TNT BCR Unifi ed B203TNT Plateau L683 x TNT BCR Unifi ed B203TNT Plateau L683 x TNT BCR Unifi ed B203TNT Plateau L683 x TNT BCR Unifi ed B203

BD: 3/3/25
Homo Blk

5/8 SM 3/8 AN
Adj. WW: 842/110

#4572376

Clemson Elite  41J x Gibbs 7056E S. Comfort
Prolifi c Cow Family!

Clemson Elite  41J x Gibbs 7056E S. ComfortClemson Elite  41J x Gibbs 7056E S. Comfort

N813

Clemson Elite  41J x Gibbs 7056E S. ComfortClemson Elite  41J x Gibbs 7056E S. ComfortClemson Elite  41J x Gibbs 7056E S. ComfortClemson Elite  41J x Gibbs 7056E S. Comfort

BD: 3/8/25
Homo Blk

PB SM
Adj. WW: 876/TW

#4572598

• Volume discounts!

MR NLC Testament 2661K x TNT Defender F405
Tons of Power and Length!

MR NLC Testament 2661K x TNT Defender F405MR NLC Testament 2661K x TNT Defender F405

N621

MR NLC Testament 2661K x TNT Defender F405MR NLC Testament 2661K x TNT Defender F405MR NLC Testament 2661K x TNT Defender F405MR NLC Testament 2661K x TNT Defender F405

BD: 3/12/25
Homo Blk

3/4 SM 5/32 AN 3/32 AR
Adj. WW: 862/112

#4572461

– All backed by the – All backed by the TNT 100% GUARANTEE!

Selling 70 Registered Bred Heifers
For the First Time In Over 30 years!




